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memorandum 


FOR 


:l 


7 


Assistant Deputy Director for Intelligence 
Defense Intelligence Agency 


SUBJECT 


25X1 


25X1 


t intellisence assistance in 

!. m respons e to your request fo ^n^ ^ and 

your consideration oil : 

assembled the following information and maten . 

a. A set of photographs and four map boards 
showing Ha Lo prison in various contexts. 

b. A memorandum entitled '-Considerations^^ 

Affecting the Problem of Tunnelling a a 
t Hanot " to which is appended a supplementary 
notetn water table and soil conditions m Hanoi. 

c. A memorandum entitled "Security 
Conditions in North Vietnam, " to whic we av^ 
appended the texts of or pertinent extracts fio 
several previously disseminated intelligence 

repo rts . 

2. Item a above (the photographs and 'Items b 
a representative o£ General Manor's office on 14 Febiua y 

and c are attached herewith. 

3. In addition to the f t 

the following general commen s fra m oati ^ emphasize that the 

for intelligence support, iirstanu 


25X1 


Approved For Releasgg(g&ZTjP/ j28 : CIA-RDP80fc 01720R000700040017-9 


25X1 



Approv&dxFor 


A-RDP80^T(720R000700040017-9 


i 


Agency cannot assure you that any American prisoners are incarcerated 
at Ha Lo as of this writing. Indeed, our most recent reporting (e.g. , 

I indicates that some or all 
of the American prisoners in Ha Lo may have been moved to another 
location. 

4. If we assume that U.S. prisoners are incarcerated in Ha 
Lo -- a working assumption which, we stress, may not be valid -- 
an escape plan of the type envisaged in I "[ would seem 

to divide into three phases, each with its own security considerations 
or problems: 


a. Getting out of the prison proper. 

b. Getting from the prison area to the outskirts 
of Hanoi. 


c. Getting from the outskirts of Hanoi to the 
agreed rendezvous point. 

5. The tunnelling memorandum attached hereto outlines the 
physical and security problems involved in getting from inside the 
prison to a point outside its walls. These problems -- both technical 
and practical -- are of themselves formidable. 


6. Even jf | ~| p artici P ants successfully escape 

the prison proper, their problems would be far from over. The second 
stage of the exercise -- reaching Hanoi's outskirts undetected and . 
unapprehended -- would perhaps be even more difficult. Ha Lo prison 
is located in almost the very center of downtown Hanoi. On its eastern 
side, quite literally just across the street, is the courthouse and 
Ministry of Justice --an installation with its own guard component. 

A block and a half to the south is the Lao Dong Communist Party 
headquarters building. Diagonally across from the intersection at the 
prison's northwest corner is the Vietnam broadcasting station which, 
aaain, probably has at least a minimal sentry force of its own. _ 
Immediately nearby are two hospitals, both of which could have activi y 
(hence, potential observers) around the clock. Other government 
buildings are in near proximity as is the main railroad station and 
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a (Route 1A). The whole area, in short, is 

the main road to the sou . tvpe s of government and Party 

likely to be saturated with elements of several 

officials -- not to mention poll L duty or simply going 

kinds -- cither actually on guard P J adly , this is not an 

about their nortnal busmeas To jmt Y and „ optimum 

easy area for foreigners to Wv..«" point on which all our 

circumstances. Furthermo.e aieie is P ^ N orth Vietnam, 

Hanoi sources are in near umvexsa ^ ct a grcat deal of 

including Hanoi, foreigners automatics • but great scrutiny 

attention -- not just police d “° cu * ourL osity. Virtually all of our 
from ordinary folk motivate y for any foreigner to engage 

sources report that it is a ^ for a walk, riding a bicycle, 

in the simplest private e * * J t ^ t swiftly collecting a crowd 
mailing a letter a the pos offic ft . ^ q£ Hanoi u£e would 

ssksssi 

7 . Even if the escapees were 25-35 kilometers 

without being apprehended, they before reaching the rendezvous 

of well- inhabited country somewhat lower density of actual 

point. There would P^^y-Jo ^ area than migh t be encountered 

government or security of * lcia ,. , , non . oriental foreigners would 

within Hanoi city, but on the o ’ .. and inherently suspicious -- 

become progressively more ^^““wn Hanoi area. The types of 
the further one moved » * would be likely to encounter are 

controls and checkpoints the esc P ity conditions m North 

outlined in the attached “ e ”^^ red that foreigners are not usually 
Vietnam. It should a so specifically approved journey 

allowed outside of Hanoi excep ^ ompany of a government provide 

which almost invariably mvo Wouslv) also a watchdog and is 

interpreter/guide/escort, ^^"thl police or soldiers manning 

normally the one who actua y r8 trave lling unescorted 

outs ide < of^Hano : i would* be Lrnme d Lately suspect to virtually everyo 
(or anyone) who spotted them. 

and determined men Jbe agronomical. Even with local 

success, however, would appear 
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help - i.e., “/tr^por^ftem to'aiVrIndezvoui .point - 

" V %uXVtoTl smS, unaided group 
require almost Uterally ®«edib clothes> docum e„tation, 

of Caucasian escapees -- w knowledge (not to mention 

fluency in Vietnamese or *UW«* Lo „ u> get out of Hanoi, 
maP s or com P aSB) " “ 0 Se“rs of open country to find and read, an 

within a narrow time frame. 

f nd for obvious reasons, we have kcpt_ 
our analysi^I^^^^-S^S^S™^ 

memoranda, with deTve^d^Gencral Manor, 

office and one copy is oen b v 
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cial AsTisfanffor Vietnamese Affairs 


Attachments 
cc: General Manor 

0/DCl/SAVA:GACarver.Jr/mee 

Distribution: /„*+« 

Orig - Admiral Whitmire Watts 
1 - General Ma nor Watts 
x / file w/atts 

1 - GAC Chrono w/o atts 1/ 
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1 - handcar r led to Secretary Laird by GAG 
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17 Feb 72 

The Director 
GACarver, Jr. 


Attached is a memorandum I want you 
to see before it goes to the Department 
of Defense. 


George A. Carver, Jr. 

Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs 

Attachment 
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